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laiyar said to Aiukotpattucceralatan: "It is your duty to protect the lands entrusted to your arms, as you alone have the strength which your foes will not dare to oppose without proper investigation" (Pati.59:I7-19).
2. Virumputal (Desiring) The heroine unable to bear the affliction caused by the hero delaying his marriage with her said: "It is better of die, if it is a sin to trust persons who desire us" (Nar.327:l-3).
Natan - Nattinaiyutaiyavan (Lord of the land) Nalp was lord of the land with a big mountain called Totti with sweet limpid water (Puram. 150:27,28). Erukkatturt Tayankannanlr referred to Colankulamurrattut tuficiya Kil-livalavan as lord of the land where red-peialled lotuses in the watery fields, bloomed like the ritual fire lovingly fostered by brahmins (Puram.397:19- 21). The Cera king was lord of the country close to the cool sea, blessed by all the player-minstrels and their kinsfolk (Matu.523-525). Soothsaying women told the mother of the heroine, to propitiate the lofty lord Murukao, to cure her affliction, not knowing that it was caused by the lord of the montane land where many cataracts rolled down the peak of the hill where the deity dwelt (Akam.22:2-7). The good mother, after the elopement of the heroine, wondered how her daughter became strong enough to go across various paths in the • summer, accompanied by her adoring lover, the lord of the land with the goodly hills, adorned with wreaths interspersed with venkai leaves (Akam. 105:3-4). The maid said to the heroine with the hero waiting by the wall: "Friend! As our unrighteous mother is ever watchful, it will be difficult hereafter to sport in the grove of venkai trees, after bathing
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